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Johnnie Mac Walters of Greenville was 
honored in January when he was among 
150 World War II veterans to receive a 
Legion of Honor award from the nation of 
France. He flew as a navigator on 53 com-
bat missions in the European theatre. The 
award, established by Napoleon, recognizes 
“services rendered to France by persons of 
great merit.”
56
Mitch Carnell was named the 2011-12 
Professor of the year at Webster University’s 
graduation in Charleston, S.C.
MARRIAGE: Nancy Harris Boughton 
and Philip Landis, April 22. They live in 
Kokomo, Ind.
57
Brown Bradley was recently invited to 
sing the Bach-Gounod “Ave Maria” at the 
San Marco Basilica in Venice, Italy. Brown 
had a 25-year career in New york City 
as a tenor soloist with major symphony 
orchestras and opera companies, among 
them the New york City Opera, Washington 
Opera and Hong Kong Opera. He also 
appeared in eight Broadway productions. 
He now lives in Myrtle Beach, S.C., where 
he is director of music and fine arts at 
First Presbyterian Church. 
58
Harry Eskew of Macon, Ga., was one of 
150 members of the Sons of Jubal, a male 
chorus and orchestra, that performed in 
the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea 
during its Spring Arts Festival in April. The 
group also performed in Beijing, China.
59
Bill Graham celebrated 40 years as 
musical director of the North Carolina Boys 
Choir and Chamber Choir and the North 
Carolina Girls Choir in a concert at the 
Duke University Chapel in Durham June 11. 
The Boys Choir, which tours nationally and 
internationally, was founded as the Durham 
Boys Choir in 1972 when Bill was organist 
and director of music at First Presbyterian 
Church. It was designated the North 
Carolina Boys Choir in 1983. 
65
Maurice Cherry, Carey Shepard 
Crantford Endowed Professor of Modern 
Languages and Literatures at Furman, 
received the 2012 Founders Award from 
the Southern Conference on Language 
Teaching for his leadership with the group 
and his role as editor of “Dimension,” 
the annual volume of the conference’s 
proceedings. Earlier this year he received 
the Lifetime Achievement Award from the 
South Carolina Foreign Language Teachers 
Association. Maurice has taught at Furman 
for 40 years.
Richard Giannini retired in January 
after 13 years as director of athletics at 
the University of Southern Mississippi in 
Hattiesburg. Under his leadership Southern 
Miss captured 13 Conference USA cham-
pionships. In addition, he spearheaded a 
complete makeover of the school’s athletics 
facilities and founded two athletics fund-
raising programs. The school named a suite 
at M.M. Roberts Stadium in his honor.
66
Ken Lister retired April 15 as minister of 
music at First Baptist Church of Greenwood, 
S.C. He spent 40 years in full-time music 
ministry.
68
Harold Warlick recently retired as dean 
of the chapel and professor of religion and 
philosophy at High Point (N.C.) University, 
where he had worked since 1989. He 
continues as summer resident minister of 
Blowing Rock (N.C.) Methodist Church.
69
Vernon Burton, a professor at Clemson 
University and an award-winning writer and 
historian, has been elected to the Society 
of American Historians in recognition of 
the literary and scholarly distinction of his 
historical writing. Vernon is director of the 
Clemson Cyberinstitute and professor of 
history and computer science.
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John O. Allen has been appointed senior 
trust officer in the trust and wealth manage-
ment group of First National Bank in Shelby, 
N.C. John is a certified trust financial advisor 
and holder of an accredited investment 
fiduciary designation.
Frances Smith Ligler was elected to 
the 2012 class of the American Institute 
for Medical Biological Engineering’s College 
of Fellows. The College of Fellows is 
comprised of the top two percent of medi-
cal and biological engineers in the country. 
Fran is the Navy’s senior scientist for biosen-
sors and biomaterials and is a member and 
past chair of the Bioengineering Section 
of the National Academy of Engineering. 
She serves on the organizing committee 
for the World Biosensors Congress and 
the permanent steering committee for 
Europt(r)odes, the European Conference 
on Optical Sensors.  
Betsy Stricklin of Columbia, S.C., has 
been promoted to assistant general counsel 
with Computer Sciences Corporation, 
where she has worked for 17 years.
77
THIS YEAR IS REUNION!
President Obama has nominated Deborah 
Malac as ambassador to the Republic of 
Liberia. Deborah, a career member of the 
Senior Foreign Service, Class of Counselor, 
most recently served as director of the state 
department’s Office of East African Affairs. 
She has also been deputy chief of mission 
at the U.S. Embassy in Addis Ababa.  
Thomas E. Reynolds, an attorney with 
Haskell Slaughter young & Rediker, LLC, in 
Birmingham, Ala., was included in the 2012 
“Alabama Super Lawyers” listing published 
in Alabama Super Lawyers magazine and 
in a special supplement to the May issue 
of Business Alabama.
79
Nancy McAlpin Spitler is now the 
editor of Clemson World magazine, 
published by Clemson University.  
80
Sharon Crawley Bramlett, an attorney 
in the Columbia, S.C., office of the McNair 
Law Firm, has been appointed to a two-year 
term as president of the Palmetto Center for 
Women. The Palmetto Center, a division of 
the yMCA of Columbia, supports, develops 
and champions issues that affect women.
Joseph Martin conducted a program of 
his compositions May 28 at Avery Fisher Hall 
in New york City’s Lincoln Center. The 
program, which included the world 
premiere of “A Festive Call to Freedom,” 
featured Distinguished Concerts Orchestra 
International and a choir of more than 
300 voices. Joe lives in Austin, Texas, and is 
director of sacred publications at Shawnee 
Press. He has more than 1,500 pieces 
in print, and more than 20 million copies 
of his music have been sold worldwide.
David A. Merline, Jr., a shareholder in 
the Greenville firm of Merline & Meacham, 
P.A., is included in the The Best Lawyers in 
America® 2012 edition in the areas of cor-
porate law, employee benefits, mergers and 
acquisitions, tax law, and trusts and estates.
Leslie Branch Raymer is interim minister 
of administration and children’s programs at 
Sandy Springs Christian Church in Atlanta.  
WHEN FURMAN’S VOLUNTEER COUNCILS, 
trustees and other supporters came together for 
what was billed as the university’s first “Leadership 
Summit” April 21–23, it provided an opportunity for 
those involved to share and exchange their ideas and 
thoughts about the school’s past, present and future. 
The summit also offered folks the chance to explore 
new and different areas of interest on campus and off, 
with such activities as hikes along the Swamp Rabbit 
Trail (a walking, biking and running trail that stretches 
from Travelers Rest to downtown Greenville), sessions 
with Furman professors, cooking demonstrations, 
a presentation in the Furman planetarium, and 
a golf tournament.
Everything culminated in a festive “Night of the 
Stars” event (above) at Greenville’s Westin Poinsett 
Hotel, where more than 500 people — key volunteers 
and donors of more than $1,000 annually — joined 
university administrators, faculty and staff for a gala 
evening of fine dining and entertainment. 
Another highlight of the weekend was the induction 
ceremony for Benefactors Circle, which honors those 
who have contributed $1 million or more to Furman. 
This year, Benefactors Circle welcomed current trustee 
Dan Sanders and his wife, trustee emerita Emilyn 
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Sanders; the late Waco Childers ’47 and his wife, 
the late Elaine Duffy Childers ’43; and the Battelle 
Memorial Institute, a science and technology 
development company.
At the ceremony, Dan Sanders talked about his 
family’s ties to Furman. He spoke of receiving a letter 
while he and Emilyn were living in Hong Kong inviting 
them to co-chair the Furman Parents Council. He 
described how their love of Furman, which began 
with the educational experiences of their children, 
Daniel ‘86 and John ’88, inspired them to return 
regularly to Greenville from the Far East. 
Dan and Emilyn Sanders have continued to support 
the university in a host of ways, from their service on the 
board of trustees to their recent efforts to help secure 
a major grant from the Milliken Foundation. They look 
forward to strengthening the Sanders-Furman connec-
tion this fall when their grandson, Daniel III, enrolls.
Trustee Carl Kohrt ’65, former president and 
CEO of Battelle, also spoke. In a nod to Nobel Laureate 
and trustee emeritus Charles Townes ’35, Korht told the 
crowd that research at Battelle led to the development 
of the compact disc . . . which is read by a laser . . . 
which Townes developed, reminding all in attendance 
that Furman’s connections are everywhere.
SIx NEW MEMbERS join the Alumni Association 
Board of Directors this fall. They are:
Marilyn Mayfield blackwell ’65 of Greenville, 
formerly a corporate sales representative for Allied 
Payroll Service.
William M. burtless ’84 of Greenville, Eastern 
regional sales manager for Berry Plastics.
Mamie Susan (Susie) Caffey ’81, visual arts special-
ist at Vestavia Hills (Ala.) Elementary Central School.
gregory W. Haselden ’94, vice president for 
finance and operations at Erskine College in Due 
West, S.C.
Kenneth A. Sargent ’62, professor emeritus 
of earth and environmental sciences at Furman.
T. David Tribble ’76, president of Bethesda 
Academy in Savannah, Ga.
The board also bids a fond goodbye — and thank 
you — to outgoing members Lynn Neely Bailey ’78, 
Frank Blackwell ’90, Mary Lou Walch Cagle ’69, 
Paul Goebel ’63, and Connie Gartrell Williams ’74.
— KATE HOFLER 
The author, a 2009 graduate, is Web communications 
coordinator at Furman.
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